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“THE Foreign Policy Association is non- 
partisan in its politics. 

It seems necessary to restate this because 
of the pressure brought to bear upon us 
from many quarters to heckle this or that 
candidate on issues of foreign policy. The 
temptation, we confess, is at times very 
great; but to yield to it would be to destroy 
our usefulness in larger fields. Our cam- 
paigning is not confined to the two or three 
months preceding the Presidential elec- 
tions. The idea back of the weekly com- 
ment in the News Bulletin and the pam- 
phlets issued from time to time is to help 
members to think for themselves on for- 
eign affairs. If we have not succeeded in 
doing this, we fall far short of our object, 
and might as well go out of business. 

One fact emerges more clearly as the 
campaign proceeds—in spite of all prophe- 
cies to the contrary, foreign policy is play- 
ing a part in the elections, even though it 
may prove to bea small part. If, however, 
the influence of the Foreign Policy Asso- 
ciation continues to grow at its present 
rate, we may hope by 1928 to have foreign 
policies discussed as one, at least, of the 
major issues of that campaign. 


Germany Next 


ERMANY, following the example of 
J England, has dissolved the Reichstag 
and a general election will be held Decem- 
ber 7. It has been apparent for some time 
that Chancellor Marx’s efforts to form a 
coalition cabinet could come to nothing. 
The extreme Nationalists who bitterly op- 
posed the Dawes Plan finally agreed last 
May to vote in sufficient numbers to in- 
sure its acceptance by the Reichstag. It 
is well understood, however, that the vote 
was conditioned on a rather vague promise 
that the cabinet should be reorganized and 
Nationalists given certain important seats. 
But the Socialists have obdurately refused 
to sit in the Cabinet with Hergt and West- 
arp, and a new election was inevitable. 


There is every reason to think that the 
election will result in a loss to the Nation- 
alist bloc. The present Reichstag was 
elected while resentment against the Poin- 
caré policies ran high. The result would 
almost certainly have been different if 
held after instead of before the French 
elections, which promised a more moder- 
ate policy. 

Meantime the international loan to Ger- 
many of two hundred million dollars, so 
essential to the success of the Dawes Plan, 
has been subscribed many times over. 

The French Budget 


HEN the French budget goes to the 

Chamber of Deputies to be voted 
next week, Finance Minister Clementel 
will be able to show a‘balance which comes 
nearer to being genuine than any obtained 
during the past ten years. The era of the 
“extraordinary” budget has been termi- 
nated, and the policy of dodging realities 
abandoned. Furthermore, the substantial 
tax increases introduced by M. Poincaré 
are retained, and additional taxes of vari- 
ous sorts are imposed. 

This marks a clear advance. If the 
present policy is approved by Parliament 
there is hope that the French Govern- 
ment will be able to recover from the pre- 
carious situation into which it has fallen 
as a result of the artificially balanced bud- 
gets. But the new budget scarcely creates 
a precedent, as has been claimed. The 
policy of crediting payments from Ger- 
many—which in the past have not been 
realized—is continued. M. Clementel, 
however, remains on fairly solid ground 
when he includes an item of 800,000,000 
francs anticipated from Germany under 
the Experts’ Plan. That this plan, under 
the London Agreement, will effect this 
payment may be taken as reasonably sure. 
Theoretically, the policy remains un- 
changed. Practically, it is workable. 

The new budget calls for receipts and 
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expenditures of 32,500,000,000 francs. Be- 
fore Poincaré’s tax increases were passed, 
revenues were estimated at 23,600,000,000. 
Including these taxes the new budget will 
require the raising of approximately 6,- 
000,000,000 francs. This difference is to 
be made up by further tax increases and 
greater vigilance in enforcing existing 
revenue laws. 

Meanwhile, rumors of a large French 
loan, to be floated by J. P. Morgan & Com- 
pany, persist. Mr. Morgan has met with 
French Government officials in Paris, and 
is reported to have broached the question. 
No formal announcement is anticipated, 
however, until after the elections, Novem- 
ber 4. 

France Recognizes Russia 

France has extended de jure recognition 
to Russia, following out the recommenda- 
tion of the Commission recently appointed 
to study the question of Franco-Russian 
relations. The text of the report is not 
available as we go to press, but formal an- 
nouncement was made ten days ago that 
the terms of recognition would reserve all 
rights of the French Government and 
French citizens who hold Russian bonds 
to the amount of about twelve billion gold 
francs. 

The list of States which have granted 
de jure recognition to the Soviet Govern- 
ment to date are as follows: 

England, France, Germany, Italy, Nor- 
way, Denmark, Sweden, China, Austria, 
Hungary, Poland, Finland, Latvia, Lith- 
uania, Esthonia, Greece, Turkey, Albania, 
Mexico, Persia, Afghanistan, Mongolia, 
Khiva, Bokhara, Free City of Danzig. 

De facto recognition has been extended 
by Czechoslovakia. The statement in the 
News Bulletin of February 22 that Bul- 
garia had established diplomatic relations 
with Moscow was based on misinforma- 
tion. 


Speaking Tour for Lord Thomson 

Lord Thomson, Secretary of State for 
Air in the British Labor Cabinet, will ar- 
rive in New York December 24 for a 
month’s speaking tour under the auspices 
of the Foreign Policy Association. 

His first public address will be at an 
evening mass meeting at Cooper Union, 
New York City, December 29, arranged 
by the F. P. A. He will also be the prin- 
cipal speaker at the Saturday Luncheon 
Discussion, January 3. Other meetings 
have already been arranged under F. P. A. 
auspices in Boston, Philadelphia and Cin- 
cinnati. 

Lord Thomson’s full title is Brigadier General, 


ee Hon. Lord Thomson, C. B. E., D. S. O., 

He comes of an English family of soldiers. 
He is about forty-nine years old, and has a ca- 
reer of active service behind him, having served 
as a subaltern four years in the Boer War, then 
having passed the Staff-College, and subsequently 
having been employed by the War Office in Bal- 
kan service. 
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At the very beginning of the Great War, he 
was engaged in Staff work at the French front, 
and from 1915 to 1917 was the British military 
representative in the Balkans. In the Palestine 
campaign he saw active service in the field unti! 
the occupation of Jerusalem. 

When the Supreme War Council was convened 
at Versailles, Lord Thomson was recalled and 
was attached as British Military Representative 
in 1918, remaining until the conclusion of its 
peace negotiations. In 1919 he retired with the 
rank of Brigadier General—Royal Engineers. 

Lord Thomson has since entered the field of 
politics and was created a peer on his appoint- 
ment as Secretary of State for Air in the first 
Labor Government. 


“Teonoclast,” the biographer of Ramsay Mac- 


Donald, says of Lord Thomson in a sketch in 
“England’s Labor Rulers’’*: 


Among the countless soldiers whom the 
Great ar brought over to the ranks of 
Labor, General Thomson is the most dis- 
tinguished. For him, the final break with 
the traditions in which he had been educated 
was Mr. Churchill’s Russian gamble; that 
finished what his experience for eighteen 
months on the Supreme Council had begun, 
coming, as it did, on the top of a period at 
G. H. Q. in France, and then, in the Balkans, 
Russia and Palestine. He there learned that 
wars won by the heroism of soldiers could 
be and were being lost by the chicanery and 
incompetence of politicians. He resigned his 
commission, and has ever since been an active 
worker for the Labor Party. He was at- 
tached to the Council of Action; accompanied 
the Labor Commission to Ireland (1920) and 
to the Ruhr (1923) as military adviser; con- 
tested Bristol Central in 1922 and St. Albans 
in 1923 
Lord Thomson is much interested in the 

commercial development of aircraft and 
will make at least one address on this sub- 
ject while in this country. He will carry 
out his plans for this trip whether or not 
the Labor Party continues in power. Ap- 
plications for speaking engagements 
should be made to the office of this Asso- 
ciation. 


The first of the 1924-25 New York lun- 
cheon-discussions of the F. P. A. will be 
held at the Hotel Astor on Saturday, No- 
vember 15, at 12:45. Dr. JAMES T. SHOT- 
WELL will speak on THE GENEVA PROTOCOL. 

This meeting is a departure in method 
from our usual luncheon-discussions. The 
Protocol is being widely discussed. In its 
efforts to cover all contingencies, it is so 
technical that it lends itself rather easily 
to misinterpretation. Dr. Shotwell will 
therefore analyze and summarize the Pro- 
tocol; and instead of the usual speakers 
to sum up the opposition, questions will be 
invited from the floor and the speakers’ 
table. 


Mr. NORMAN ANGELL will lead the dis- 
cussion. 


The SURVEY GRAPHIC for October 
contains an interesting article by Arthur 
Ruhl on the Carnegie Endowment, entitled 
“$7,000,000 for Peace.” 


* Published by Thos. Seltzer, New York. 
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